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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Sir: 

Prior to examination of the above referenced application, please amend the claims as 
follows: 

Please amend claims 1-14 as follows: 

1 . (Amended) A container equipped with a closure device that permits a user to 
manipulate or withdraw an object placed within said container, wherein said closure device 
has a plane and is comprised of a closure means that can deform elastically essentially in the 
plane of the closure device to change from a closed state of rest under no external stress to an 
open active state under an external stress. 

2. (Amended) The container as claimed in claim 1, wherein the closure device 
comprises at least one rigid peripheral support structure attached to which is the closure 
means that is comprised of elastically deformable means which intersect each other and 
surround a closure member such that when the elastically deformable means are in a state of 
rest under no external stress the closure member is closed. 
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3. (Amended) The container as claimed in claim 2, wherein the peripheral 
structure is a rigid frame on which the elastically deformable means are stretched between 
two roughly opposite points. 

4. (Amended) The container as claimed in claim 3, wherein the: 
peripheral structure comprises at least one ring having an inside diameter D 
and a center C, 

elastically deformable means are elastic bands attached in groups of two 
juxtaposed elastic bands and fixed to the ring at their diametrically opposed 
ends. 

5. (Amended) The container as claimed in claim 4, wherein the closure member 
is a sleeve made of flexible material having a diameter D and a length of at least twice this 
diameter, each end of the sleeve passes through each pair of elastic bands in the center C of 
the ring, where the sleeve is contracted radially in the closed rest state of the device, or 
defines a single through opening for the object in the open state of the device, in which state 
the elastic bands are deformed radially by the passage of said object. 

6. (Amended) The container as claimed in claim 5, wherein one end of the 
sleeve is fixed peripherally to an outer face of a first ring and the other end of said sleeve is 
fixed peripherally to an opposite outer face of a second ring identical to the first ring, the 
sleeve being contracted radially in a middle zone between each pair of elastic bands, the 
elastic bands being attached to the first or second rings which are themselves fixed to each 
other via their inner faces. 

7. (Amended) The container as claimed in claim 6, wherein the first and second 
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rings are offset angularly with respect to each other while twisting the sleeve axially, this 
angular offset being preferably approximately 90°. 

8. (Amended) The container as claimed in claim 6, wherein the first and second 
rings are held together by adhesive bonding or by stitching. 

9. (Amended) The container as claimed in claim 5 ? wherein the sleeve is made 
of fabric. 

10. (Amended) The container as claimed in claim 5, wherein the elastic bands are 
eight in number and juxtaposed and attached in pairs distributed in such a way as to pass 
through the center of their supporting ring so as to form in the supporting ring eight 
essentially identical sectors. 

1 1 . (Amended) The container as claimed in claim 5, wherein the elastic bands 
are under tension on their supporting ring in the closed state of the device. 

12. (Amended) The container as claimed in claim 1, wherein its shape is that of a 
straight or curved cylinder and that it possesses a closure device at each end. 

13. (Amended) The container as claimed in claim 1, wherein it includes at least a 
part made of a transparent material. 

14. (Amended) The container as claimed in claim 1, wherein the container is 
made of materials suitable for weightless conditions. 
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Remarks 


Attached as an Appendix is a marked-up copy of all of the claims, demonstrating the 
amendments made to the claims. Applicants respectfully submit that no prohibited new 
matter has been introduced by this Preliminary Amendment. The claims have been amended 
so as to avoid formal objections and to correct the grammar used within the claims. For 
example claim 10 was amended to provide established claim terminology to describe the 
intended scope of the claims, i.e. change "characterized in that" to "wherein", and claims 8- 
14 were amended to avoid optional language. Such changes do not narrow the claimed 
subject matter. 

If there is any fee due in connection with the filing of this Preliminary Amendment, 
please charge the fees to our Deposit Account No. 50-0310. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Dated: August 22, 2001 



Reg. No. 44,478 


MORGAN, LEWIS & BOCKIUS LLP 
1800 M Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036-5869 
202-467-7000 
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APPENDIX 

1 . A container equipped with a closure device [(10) that allowo an object 
(100) to bo placed in paid container (1), particularly for the purposes of manipulating it, or 
allowo it to bo withdraw from oaid container, th e cloouro devioo (10) having a piano and 
comprising closuro moans (10)] that permits a user to manipulate, or withdraw an object 
placed within said container, wherein said closure device has a plane and is comprised 
of a closure means that can deform elastically essentially in the plane of the clos ure 
device to change from a closed state of rest under no external stress to an open active state 
under an external stress [, wh e rein oaid cloouro moans (10) can deform elaotically ess e ntially 
in th e plane of the closure devic e (10)] . 

2. The container as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the closure device [(10)] 
comprises at least one rigid peripheral support structure [(30;50)] attached to which {are 
attachod the] is the closure means comprised of elastically deformable means £(49)J which 
intersect each other and surround a closure member [(60) in] such [a way as to tend to clooo 
ifl thatwh en the elastically deformable means are in a state of rest under no external 
stress the closure member is closed . 

3. The container as claimed in claim 2, wherein the peripheral structure is a rigid 
frame [(30; 50)] on which the elastically deformable means [(40)] are stretched between two 
roughly opposite points. 

4, The container as claimed in claim 3, wherein the: 
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- peripheral structure comprises at least one ring [(30; 50)] having an inside 
diameter D and a center C, 

- elastically deformable means are elastic bands {(40)} attached in groups of 
two juxtaposed elastic bands and fixed to the ring [(30)] at their 
diametrically opposed ends [(10a)] . 

5. The container as claimed in claim 4, wherein the closure member is a sleeve 
{(60)} made of flexible material having a diameter D and a length of at least twice this 
diameter, each end [(62, 61)] of [which] ihj sleeve {(60)} passes through each pair of elastic 
bands #40)} in the center C of the ring{(30)}, where {it} the sleeve is contracted radially in 
the closed rest state of the deviceffW)}, or defines a single through opening {(45)} for the 
object in the open state of the device, in which state the elastic bands £(40)} are deformed 
radially by the passage of said object. 

6. The container as claimed in claim 5, wherein one end £(62)} of the sleeve 
{(60)} is fixed peripherally to an outer face £(S3)} of a [s e cond] first ring and the other end 
{(64)} of said sleeve f(6Q)} is fixed peripherally to an opposite outer face {(33)} of a [firot] 
second ring {(30)} identical to the {e&ef} firj| ring, the sleeve {(6©)} being contracted 
radially in a middle zone {(M)} between each pair of elastic bands{(40)}, the [latter] elastic 
bands bein g attached to [one or] the [othor of tho] first or second rings [(30, 50)] which are 
themselves fixed to each other via their inner faces[(31, 51)]. 

7. The container as claimed in claim 6, wherein the {twe} first and second rings 
[(30, 50)] are offset angularly with respect to each other while twisting the sleeve [(60)] 
axially, this angular offset being preferably approximately 90°. 
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8. The container as claimed in claim 6 wherein the first and second rings 
[(30, 50)] are held together by adhesive bonding or by stitching. 

9. The container as claimed in [any on e of olaimo 5 8] claim 5 . wherein the 
sleeve [(60)] is made of fabric. 

10. The container as claimed in [any one? of claims 5 9] claim 5 , [charactorizod in 
that} the elastic bands [(10)] are eight in number and juxtaposed and attached in pairs 
distributed in such a way as to pass through the center of their supporting ring [(30)] so as to 
form in the [latter] supporting ring eight essentially identical sectors. 

1 1 . The container as claimed in [any ono of claimo 5 10] claim 5 , wherein the 
elastic bands f(40)} are [olightly] under tension on their supporting ring \@Gft in the closed 
state of the device. 

12. The container as claimed in [any ono of tho procoding claimo] claim L 
wherein its shape is that of a straight or curved cylinder and that it possesses a closure device 
f(±0)} at each end. 

1 3 . The container as claimed in [any one of tho procoding claimo] claim 1. 
wherein it includes at least a part made of a transparent material. 

1 4. The container as claimed in [any one of tho procoding claimo] claim 1 . 
wherein [it can bo uood undor weightlooo conditiono] the container is made of 
materials suitable for weightless conditions. 
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